PAGE  
11

ON MISSION AND IN STEP WITH GOD AND ONE ANOTHER:
EXODUS 14 | 5 AUGUST, 2012
2ND STREET COMMUNITY CHURCH

GREGG LAMM | LEAD PASTOR-TEACHER

www.2ndstreet.og


It’s good to gather with you here this morning … to draw near to God, to worship God, to fellowship with one another, and to be encouraged and equipped to take the Gospel back out into the world with us and passionately, visibly, and intentionally live it out in our homes, in our jobs, in our schools, in our neighborhoods, and with the people God brings across our paths.  Thanks for creating time in your life to be here.
I’d like to thank 2nd Street’s youth pastor, Jon Maroni, for sharing with us last Sunday – and teaching us some important things from God’s Word about THE COST OF COMMUNITY AND THE RISKS OF RELATIONSHIP.  And thanks too, to Mark, Katie, Drew, and Hayley for sharing their experience, strength, and hope as it relates to community and how God has called them into it, and what they’re learning about it.

Also, Lish, thank you for leading us in worship this week while Shelly is out of town on vacation with her family.  It’s so great to be part of a church family where we’re watching one another’s backs, and working together as a team.  What a blessing to be yoked with each of you in the life and ministry of 2nd Street.
This morning as we spend time in EXODUS 14, we’ll see the Children of Israel and Pharaoh's army have two, vastly different experiences.  We’ll see the LORD part the water of the Reed Sea – like you’ve probably all seen in Hollywood movies – and allow the Israelites to cross to the other side on dry land.  But then we’ll see the Egyptian army set out after them … and the water that God has PARTED, God will now UNPART, and all the Egyptians will drown.
ILLUSTRATION … When he got home from church, nine-year old Joey, was asked by his mom what he’d learned in Sunday school.  
“Well, our teacher told us how God sent Moses behind enemy lines on a rescue mission to lead the Israelites out of Egypt.  When Moses got to the Reed Sea, he had his engineers build a pontoon bridge and all the people walked safely across.  Then Moses used his Walkie-Talkie to radio headquarters for reinforcements.  They sent bombers to blow up the bridge and all the Israelites were saved.”

“Joey, that isn’t really what your teacher taught you, is it?” his mom asked. “Well, no, Mom.  But if I told you what the way the teacher told me, you’d never believe it!”
It’s true that in EXODUS 14 we come across one of the most amazing stories in the Bible … and it’s a story that lots of people through the years, besides Joey, have had trouble believing is true.  But the bottom line is still the same:  And that is that if you don’t believe there’s a God, you’re going to have a difficult time with this story.  Because this is another part of the EXODUS story that brings to the surface the tension that can exist between GOD’S SOVEREIGN PROVISION on one hand, and HUMANITY’S FREE WILL on the other hand.  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here.
FAITH LESSON 1
GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY and HUMANITY’S FREE WILL are both taught and illustrated in God’s Word, so to emphasize or choose one side over the other violates the paradoxical tension of Scripture.

Friends, God calls us, as His followers, to live within the boundaries of this tension and to invite our questions and doubts to increase, not diminish our trust in Him.

EXODUS 14:1-4 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)


1 Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “Tell the sons of Israel to turn back and camp before Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea; you shall camp in front of Baal-zephon, opposite it, by the sea.
3 For Pharaoh will say of the sons of Israel, ‘They are wandering aimlessly in the land; the wilderness has shut them in.’
4 Thus I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will chase after them; and I will be honored through Pharaoh and all his army, and the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD.”  And they did so.

After his firstborn died, Pharaoh finally came to the place where he was willing to let the Jews leave their Egyptian slavery.  But if you remember the story – Pharaoh’s repentance was shallow, and false.  LISTEN TO ME … the main way we can tell if our repentance (or someone else’s repentance) is sincere and not contrived, is how we follow through on the promises we make to God and to others in our repentance.  And the fact that no sooner had the Jews hit the road, than Pharaoh took off to try and bring them back into captivity, shows that his repentance was indeed circumstantial, situational, and not very real at all.  
Friends, if we’re going to mature in our faith, we need to learn about REPENTANCE.  And here are six primary signs that will show up when we’re really REPENTANT.

1. We name our sin AS SIN, and don’t spin it, excuse it, or blame others.

2. We learn to be humble and teachable – welcoming, not resenting correction and accountability.
3. We demonstrate “godly sorrow” – which is a grief chiefly about our sin itself, not just a grief about getting caught or having to deal with the consequences of our sin.
4. We make amends – and will do whatever it takes to make things right, and to SHOW, not just SAY that we’ve changed.
5. We are patient with the people who’ve been hurt by our sin, and we don’t try to pressure or guilt them into forgiving us.
6. If our sin is rooted in a pattern of addictive behavior we willingly begin outpatient or inpatient counseling, and/or join a Christ-centered 12-step program of recovery.

So God tells Moses to PUT HIS RIGHT LEG IN, AND PUT HIS RIGHT LEG OUT, TO DO THE HOKEY-POKEY AND TURN HIMSELF AROUND and to lead the Jews back to Pi-hahiroth (PEE Hah-khee-ROTE) … which would be like telling us to go to Portland by way of Medford.  It wouldn’t make sense – and when you look at a map you see that this route boxed the Israelites in between mountains and the Reed Sea.

Even Moses must have known this was a plan that didn’t make a whole lot of sense in the natural way of looking at things – but God was continuing to train Moses and his brother and leadership partner Aaron to listen to Him, to trust Him, and to believe that God knew what He was doing, even when in the natural it didn’t make a whole lot of sense.  And so that’s what Moses and Aaron did.  And when Pharaoh heard what the Israelites had done, he said in v. 3 … ‘They are wandering aimlessly in the land; the wilderness has shut them in.’  In other words, Pharaoh believe that it was now time to take off after the Jews.
Gang, sometimes God will tell us to put ourselves into a vulnerable place, into a place where we’ll have no choice but to stop depending on ourselves, and start depending on Him.  Our self-protective instincts tell us to always cover our backs and not set ourselves up.  And while, yes, we need to be discerning about what we do and where we go, God, knowing that He can use conflict to create character, can sometimes call you and me into undefended positions … because He wants us to learn how to be like His Son, Jesus Christ, and know what it means to “die to ourselves”.
In JOHN 11, Jesus’ close friends Mary and Martha, from the town of Bethany, sent word to Jesus and His disciples that their brother Lazarus was dying.  For a full-length teaching on this incredible passage, I’d encourage you to go to the BIBLE TEACHING pages at www.2ndstreet.org and download a manuscript or an MP3 of this teaching.
This story in JOHN 11 is a great example of Jesus taking His disciples into a dangerous situation to build their trust … but of course, knowing that He had called them into this tight spot, and that He was right there with them, made all the difference.  And by trusting Jesus, and heading back to Bethany with Him, even though the last time they were there the Jewish leaders tried to stone them, the disciples got to be part of the one of the biggest miracles in all of The New Testament … the resurrection of their buddy Lazarus from the dead.  It's easy to take the safe way out.  But I haven't found the safe way to very often be God's way.

So let me encourage you to be willing to take chances – when God is leading you, be willing to open yourself up, and see what amazing things the Lord has in store for you – and see what great and miraculous ways God wants to use you as a blessing and as a witness for Him in the world – and how God wants to develop and grow your character and your trust in Him as you trust Him through the “tight spots” and the “rough chapters” of life.


EXODUS 14:5-7 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

 5 When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, Pharaoh and his servants had a change of heart toward the people, and they said, “What is this we have done, that we have let Israel go from serving us?”
6 So he made his chariot ready and took his people with him;
7 and he took six hundred select chariots, and all the other chariots of Egypt with officers over all of them.
God had just clearly shown Pharaoh how serious He wanted Pharaoh to let the Jews go – NINE PLAGUES and then GOD’S JUDGMENT DEATH OF THEIR FIRSTBORN.  You’d have thought that Pharaoh and his leaders wouldn’t have been still mulling this over.  But doesn’t this illustrate how quickly you and I can forget what God has done in our lives, and what God has redeemed and delivered us from?
Maybe Pharaoh thought that now that the Jews had left town that God had somehow checked out … that God was busy doing other things – distracted by the needs, the obedience, the disobedience, and the prayers of others … and so he’d be able to do whatever he wanted to do now and get away with it.  But here’s the instruction King David gives us about this misguided thinking in PSALM 121 …

PSALM 121:1-4 (PARAPHRASE)
1-4 I look to up the mountains and ask, ‘Is that where my strength comes from?’  No way!  My strength comes from the God Who made the heaven, the earth, and the mountains.  My Guardian-God won't let me stumble, and won't ever doze or fall asleep.  Not on your life!
Archeology shows us that the chariots of the time-period of the Exodus (around 1,313 BC) were driven by two horses, with one solider driving and carrying a shield, and a second soldier dressed in full combat gear.  I’m not sure where the Egyptians got the horses to pull their chariots, since they lost all their livestock, including horses, donkeys, camels, sheep, goats, and cows in the fifth plague.  Maybe after THE FIFTH PLAGUE, Pharaoh brought all the horses that had been stationed with the Egyptian military outside of Egypt back home.  

But I do know for sure that Egypt had the most advanced military resources of it’s day, and the Jews didn’t have chariots or horses, so Pharaoh thought they’d be easy prey.  So when Pharaoh received word that the Jews had traveled into a canyon and were hemmed in by the Reed Sea, he took out after them.  “It would be like capturing pigeons that were already in a cage” Pharaoh must have thought.

EXODUS 14:8-9 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

8 The LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and he chased after the sons of Israel as the sons of Israel were going out boldly.
9 Then the Egyptians chased after them with all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, his horsemen and his army, and they overtook them camping by the sea, beside Pi-hahiroth, in front of Baal-zephon.

The LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh … this is another example of GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY – of God having the ability to do what God wants to do, to accomplish His will.  But again, this doesn’t negate the paradoxical reality that God had given Pharaoh, and you and me, a free will.  It’s great that the Jews were heading out of Egypt boldly, but it’s this same strong-headed characteristic that caused them to be rebellious, stiff-necked, and stubborn toward God when God wanted them to remain soft, surrendered, and teachable.  Which proves the truth that THE ONLY PROBLEM WITH REBELS IS THAT THEY CAN OFTEN REBEL AGAINST THE WRONG THINGS.
I mean, it’s great to stand up boldly against sin, the way the Israelites stood up boldly against the Egyptians when they left Egypt, but that same boldness can work against us when we stand up boldly against God, and against the people God brings into our lives to shepherd, train, and sometimes even prune and correct us.  Here’s how King David describes this rebellious boldness of the Jews in PSALM 106 …

PSALM 106:7-10 (COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE)
7-10 Our ancestors in Egypt didn’t understand Your wondrous works.  They didn’t remember how much faithful love You have.  So they rebelled at the Reed Sea.  But God saved them for the sake of His good name, to make known His mighty power.  God scolded the Reed Sea, and it dried right up; He led them through the deeps like they were a dry desert.

The Israelites left Egypt boldly, because the circumstances had been in their favor.  But now that their back is against the wall – or more accurately, against the sea, their boldness diminishes and they’re frightened.  They come to Moses in a panic, saying, “We’re going to die!  You should have left us back in Egypt!  Remember - we told you to leave us alone!  This is all your fault!”  Let’s go on to EXODUS 14:10-12 …

EXODUS 14:10-12 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)


10 As Pharaoh drew near, the sons of Israel looked, and behold, the Egyptians were marching after them, and they became very frightened; so the sons of Israel cried out to the LORD.

11 Then they said to Moses, “Is it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness?  Why have you dealt with us in this way, bringing us out of Egypt?
12 Is this not the word that we spoke to you in Egypt, saying, ‘Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians’?  For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.”

We don’t know exactly where the Red Sea, or the Reed Sea is … but since the Hebrew words yam suph are accurately translated Reed Sea – that’s what I’m going to call it throughout the rest of our study.  In EXODUS 14:11 the Jews clearly seem to believe that they’re no longer in Egypt, and most of the theories about where the Reed Sea is, all have it located within the ancient Egyptian borders.

Most theories of where the Jews crossed are based on the assumption that they’d have to eventually get to the place traditionally referred to as Mount Sinai, in the Sinai Peninsula.  Around the 6th-Century A.D., the traditions started that put Mount Sinai on what is now known as the Sinai Peninsula, on a mountain known today as Jabal Musa (or The Mountain of Moses).

And so, for centuries Jewish pilgrims traveled to this mountain, where there’s a monastery dedicated to the honor of Moses.  Between 1967 and 1982, when Israel had control of the Sinai Peninsula, extensive archaeological research was done, looking for evidence that 2.5 million people ever camped out in this region for a year while Moses received the Ten Commandment, and very little, if any substantial evidence was found.  So again, not much help in identifying where this Reed Sea was.
In The New Testament letter the Apostle Paul wrote to the Christians living in Galatia, he mentions in GALATIANS 4:25 that Sinai was in Arabia.  So, under the possibility that the region in Saudi Arabia was where the Reed Sea was located, scientists began looking there for other possible crossing places – and it’s there that they found a place called Nuweiba … the place most modern-day Bible teachers, archeologists, and scholars believe is where the Reed Sea was.  Here’s what 1st-Century Jewish historian, Josephus writes about the Reed Sea in Antiquities (Book 2:15:324-325) …
“…They also seized on the passages by which they imagined the Hebrews might fly, shutting them up between inaccessible precipices and the sea; for there was [on each side] a [ridge of] mountains that terminated at the sea …”
The areas leading up to Nuweiba, in Saudi Arabia, sound exactly like what Josephus and the Bible describe.  It’s full of deep canyons with high cliffs on either side.  And as you come out of the canyons, there’s a beach (where a Hilton Hotel now sits), and from the beach you look across the ten miles of Aqaba the Mountains of Midian — which are now part of Saudi Arabia).
Looking at the Jews’ circumstances, it made perfect sense for them to be afraid.  According to all the facts that we know from these verses, Israel was in serious trouble with Pharaoh's armies on one side and the Reed Sea on the other.  They were in a cul-de-sac, and the only way out seemed to be to go back out the way they came in, and the Egyptian army was sitting there waiting for them.

While the Jews got all snarky with Moses, we also read in v. 10 that they cried out to the LORD.  And how often do you and I do the same thing?  Out of one side of our mouth we curse God for allowing what He’s allowing … and out of the other side of our mouth we cry out to God, asking Him to deliver us.  And in the end we all too often look at the overwhelming circumstances of our lives and make the choice to walk by sight instead of by faith (SECOND CORINTHIANS 5:7) … allowing our circumstances to dictate our joy.  Here’s what the Apostle Paul writes about this …

PHILIPPIANS 4:4 (THE AMPLIFIED BIBLE)
4 Rejoice in the Lord always [delight, gladden yourselves in Him]; again I say, rejoice! 

How simple these words of instruction from Paul sound.  We read them and we say to ourselves, “I can do that!”  But then when it comes time to really put them into practice, we find out how hard it can be.  And yet, gang, the reality is that God doesn’t ever demand the impossible from us.  And it’s here that I see our SECOND FAITH LESSON …
FAITH LESSON 2
Maturing followers of Jesus Christ are LEARNING to rejoice in God, regardless of their circumstances.

And gang, we don’t LEARN to do this in solitude.  We LEARN to rejoice in the LORD always, and to respond this way, within the kind of community Jon taught us about last Sunday, and within the risky kinds of relationships Christ calls us to enter into with one another, and in small groups, and while serving with one another … and in conversations, and while traveling through the difficulties of life with other people close by our side.  These are the places we learn to rejoice in the LORD always.  We can’t do this alone.
  

The Jews weren’t even one week into this extended vacation, and they were already distorting the past and buying into the delusions of revisionist memories about how much better it had been for them back in Egypt than it was now.  

When we see both sides of the coin, THE ISRAELITES FEAR on the one side, and THEIR CRYING OUT TO GOD on the other side, we understand it, because so much of the time this is our story, and this is how we respond.  And yet if the children of Israel had really thought this through, they surely couldn’t have believed that Moses had led them out here into the wilderness to die!  Surely, God’s plan was better than that!
And beginning in v. 13 Moses tries to refocus their hearts and minds back onto God, and onto the reality that embracing God and God’s plans for their lives was their only hope.
 
EXODUS 14:13-14 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)
13 But Moses said to the people, “Do not fear!  Stand by [stop] and see the salvation of the LORD, which He will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you have seen today, you will never see them again forever.
14 The LORD will fight for you while you keep silent.” [emphasis added]
 
Moses couldn’t have had any idea how God’s provision would come through in the situation.  All he knew was that God WOULD COME THROUGH. In fact, in a sense, and maybe you’ve been in this kind of a situation, Moses knew he was in such a bad place that GOD HAD TO COME THROUGH.
 

When you and I really see and believe that God is our only hope, we’re more likely to trust Him with our whole hearts.  Sometimes it’s the little things – THE THINGS WE THINK WE CAN DO IN OUR OWN STRENGTH - that get us down, not the big things that WE KNOW ONLY GOD CAN DO.  Do you see it?  I love what Bible teacher David Guzik writes about this …

 

“Moses told the people of Israel to STOP.  This is often the LORD’S direction to the Believer in a time of crisis.  DESPAIR will cast you down, keeping you from standing.  FEAR will tell you to retreat.  IMPATIENCE will tell you to do something NOW.  PRESUMPTION will tell you to jump into the Reed Sea before it is parted.  But like God told Israel, He often tells us to SIMPLY STAND STILL AS HE REVEALS HIS PLAN.”
 

Moses didn't know what God was going to do, but he knew that God hadn’t brought His people out into the wilderness to kill them, so he confidently declared to the Jews, “The LORD will fight for you.”  And now, in vv. 15-18 the Israelites finally cross the Reed Sea on dry land.

EXODUS 14:15-18 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

15 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to Me?  Tell the sons of Israel to go forward.
16 As for you, lift up your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, and the sons of Israel shall go through the midst of the sea on dry land.
17 As for Me, behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and I will be honored through Pharaoh and all his army, through his chariots and his horsemen.
18 Then the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD, when I am honored through Pharaoh, through his chariots and his horsemen.”

I can so related to Moses here, because there have been times when I’ve been before the flock and I’m full of faith … and when I’m before God and I’m crying out to Him with prayers that sound pretty hopeless.  And gang, there’s a time to pray, wait, and stand still, and there’s a time to put our faith into action, to stretch out our hand, and obey God.  And when God’s provision comes it’s not just to show us what God can do, but it’s also to show those who are standing against us what God can do, and to show our invisible, spiritual adversaries, what God can do.

Listen to the words of Moses to Joshua in DEUTERONOMONY 3:22, and to the words of Solomon in PROVERBS 29:25 …

DEUTERONOMONY 3:22; PROVERBS 29:25 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)
22 Don’t be afraid of them, because the Lord your God will fight for

you.

25 Being afraid of people can get you into trouble, but if you trust the Lord, you will be safe.  
Fear is always a byproduct of pride.  Pride puffs us up and makes us believe that we’re the one controlling the circumstances of our lives … that we’re the ones planning, positioning, orchestrating, moving, shaking, and making things happen.  And then when things start falling apart, and when things start happening that we didn't plan for or anticipate, and when we lose our control over a situation, we become afraid.  You’ve seen this happen!  And I see our THIRD FAITH LESSON here …
FAITH LESSON 3
Fear is pride on display.  When we live in fear, we usually stop seeking God’s voice, God’s plans, and God’s protection.  Part of THE GREAT EXCHANGE is to give up the arrogance of our sinful pride for the confidence of God’s humility. 

When we refuse to commit the difficult situations and circumstances of our lives over to God, we have a tendency to immediately jump in and try to fix them.  We begin to make plans, ways to battle, ways to escape.  We play out scenarios in our heads of how things are going to happen.  We stay up all night planning and plotting.  But gang, that's all flesh and pride.

LISTEN TO ME … God doesn’t allow the difficult circumstances of our lives to happen so that we’ll have the opportunity to exercise our strategic skills.  God allows the difficult circumstances of our lives to happen so we’ll become a humbled, prayerful people of trust and hope … and so that we’ll become faithful men and women, and young people, who make the choice to stand with God no matter what, trusting and believing in God no matter what.
EXODUS 14:19-20 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

19 The angel of God, who had been going before the camp of Israel, moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from

before them and stood behind them.
20 So it came between the camp of Egypt and the camp of Israel; and there was the cloud along with the darkness, yet it gave light at night.  Thus the one did not come near the other all night.

 

The pillar of cloud that we read about two weeks ago in EXODUS 13:21-22 has now been pulled between the Jews and the Egyptians like a curtain … separating them and giving God time to part the Reed Sea and get all 2.5 million Jews (a number equivalent to The Rose Quarter filled 125 times!) across to the other side.

 

Have you given much thought to how much God is doing to protect you, to look out for you, and to provide for you?  Sometimes we feel overwhelmed while we’re going through this spiritual struggle, or through that temptation, but imagine what things would be like if God were to pull back all of His protection.  If the Egyptians had surrendered to God, even in this last minute … the pillar of cloud that God used to separate them from the Jews, could have been the very thing that God used to bring them redemption.

The pillar of cloud, as explained here in v. 20, was a source of darkness to the Egyptians, and at the same time a source of light to Israel.  And friends, this is an illustration of both sides of God’s nature … of God’s judgment and of God’s redemption … another vivid reminder of how the glory of God can be light to one person, and yet seem dark to somebody else.  Here’s what I mean …
To people choosing to walk in darkness because they love darkness rather than light (JOHN 3:19), God’s Word is confusing.  But to men and women, and young people, and even little children, choosing to be in relationship with God and to walk in God’s light (FIRST JOHN 1:7), to those people, God’s Word becomes what King David tells us it is in PSALM 119:105 … a lamp to their feet and a light to their path.
EXODUS 14:21-22 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

 21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD swept the sea back by a strong east wind all night and turned the sea into dry land, so the waters were divided.

22 The sons of Israel went through the midst of the sea on the dry land, and the waters were like a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.

 

Again, even though we don't know exactly where the Reed Sea was, what we do know was that there was enough water in it to trap the Israelites BEFORE THE WATER WAS PARTED, and enough water to drown the Egyptians AFTER THE WATER WAS UNPARTED  – so I think that it’s fair to assume that the Reed Sea was a body of water at least 10 feet deep.  And from what we know here in EXODUS 14, we can also surmise that there was enough width to it that these 2.5 million Israelites were able to cross over in one night – so it must have been at least a mile wide.
In PSALM 77, King David gives us more details about the events that occurred during the parting of the Reed Sea …

PSALM 77:16-20 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)
17-18 When the Reed Sea saw you, O God, its waters looked and trembled!  The sea quaked to its very depths.  The clouds poured down rain; the thunder rumbled in the sky.  Your arrows of lightning flashed.  Your thunder roared from the whirlwind; the lightning lit up the world!  The earth trembled and shook.
19-20 Your road led through the sea, Your pathway through the mighty waters — a pathway no one knew was there!  You led Your people along that road like a flock of sheep, with Moses and Aaron as their shepherds.
 
Amazing.  And The Old Testament woman by the name of Rahab, an inhabitant of Jericho, who would become an ancestor of Jesus Christ, would write more details about the crossing of the Reed Sea in JOSHUA 2 …  EXODUS 14:23-28 …

EXODUS 14:23-28 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)
23 Then the Egyptians took up the pursuit, and all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots and his horsemen went in after them into the midst of the sea.
24 At the morning watch, the LORD looked down on the army of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and cloud and brought the army of the Egyptians into confusion.
25 He caused their chariot wheels to swerve, and He made them drive with difficulty; so the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from Israel, for the LORD is fighting for them against the Egyptians.”

26 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters may come back over the Egyptians, over their chariots and their horsemen.”
27 So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal state at daybreak, while the Egyptians were fleeing right into it; then the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea.
28 The waters returned and covered the chariots and the horse-men, even Pharaoh’s entire army that had gone into the sea after them; not even one of them remained.

If you’ve ever seen Cecil B. DeMille’s movie The Ten Commandments with Charlton Heston playing Moses, then you’re picturing this scene.  Or if you’ve seen Peter Jackson’s second movie in The Lord Of The Rings Trilogy, The Twin Towers, then you’re probably picturing the scene where the Rivendale Elf Arwen, riding her horse with Frodo Baggins, crosses the river in safety, and then the Ringwraiths and their horses are swept downriver, but not killed, by the wind and the waves.
 
The power and the judgment of God were at work out in the desert that day – just as it had been at work in Egypt during the NINE PLAGUES and the JUDGMENT DEATH of all Egyptian firstborn humans and animals.  And in this one swift act of judgment, God reminded the Egyptians who was God, and He corrected the Jews, who back in EXODUS 14:10-12 had accused Moses of mixed motives in bringing them out of Egypt … confirming to the Jews that Moses was who He’d chosen to be their human leader.
v. 28 … not even one of them remained … Egypt had caused Israel a whole lot of trouble, pain and bondage for centuries, but after this day at the Reed Sea, we never read again in Scripture, of the Egyptians causing the Jews one bit of trouble.
EXODUS 14:29-31 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)
 29 But the sons of Israel walked on dry land through the midst of the sea, and the waters were like a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.

30 Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore.
31 When Israel saw the great power, which the LORD had used against the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD, and they believed in the LORD and in His servant Moses.
 
When a group of people have been held in slavery for 200+ years, it’s probably kind of difficult for them to believe that they’re really free, as long as their oppressors are still alive.  God wanted the Israelites to know that they weren’t going to be hunted down or persecuted any more by the Egyptians.  And the Israelites believed for a while, but not for good.  And as we move on in this story, we’ll see that they have a lot more to learn about REPENTANCE, and about what it means to give our lives over fully to God and God’s purposes and plans.
 

Gang, God has led you to the place you’re at right now, to show you who He is.  So will you just do yourself, and all the rest of us a favor?  When God puts you in a tough situation, don’t try to escape.  When God puts you in a fix, don’t try to fix the fix.  Because if you try to fix the fix, God is just going to have to put you into another fix to fix the fix that He originally put you in to fix you.  Some people run from fix to fix, and never get fixed, because they never stand still, because they never stay put and let God work.
As we wrap up this time of GATHERED WORSHIP this morning and consider God’s call on our lives to go out into the world on Mission with Him as the CHURCH SCATTERED, to live out the Gospel with passion, with visibility, with intention, and with consistency, let’s remember the following things about our God and about His desire to do astonishing things in us and through us as we surrender to His power …
GOD’S PROTECTION
God is for us, not against us.
GOD’S PERSPECTIVE
God sees what we can’t see, and loves

revealing His perspective to us.
GOD’S PLACE

God is in front of us, behind us, and all





around us.
GOD’S PRACTICES

God confronts our sinful attitudes,




increases our faith, and transforms us.
GOD’S PURPOSES

God wants to be glorified in our lives.  God





wants your life and my life to become a





platform from which His story of grace,




redemption, and deliverance can be told to





the world.

I want us to wrap up our morning together by watching a spoken word video from a young woman whose name I wasn’t able to find.  There are copies of the lyrics of this video available at The Community Center Table, along with the URL for the location at www.vimeo.com where you can watch it again.

I love this young woman’s passion in describing this God we’re encountering in our study of EXODUS, this God of redemption, this God who calls us to Himself, and then calls us to take the message of His life and His purposes, of His life and His death and His resurrection, back out in to the world with joy and with determination.

https://vimeo.com/39920935
Let’s be a repentant people, a redeemed people, a people relentlessly living out the Gospel.  Blessed be the Word of the Lord.
NEXT SUNDAY … GREGG LAMM WILL TEACH THROUGH EXODUS 15.  INVITE SOMEONE WHO DOESN’T YET HAVE A CHURCH HOME, OR WHO IS NOT YET IN A RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST AND THEN COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING!
ALSO, JOIN GREGG AND OTHERS AT THE CHURCH OFFICE THURSDAY MORNING AT 6:00 A.M. FOR DEVOTIONS.
